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INTRODUCTION TO  PART  THREE
WONDER how the Powers will let the Arabs get on/
The last line of his letter to Major Scott reveals what was to
be Lawrence's preoccupation for the next three years. He was
always a move ahead and returned to England before the Armistice
because he was already preparing for the Peace Conference.1
During the three years which followed he was engaged in fighting
for Arab independence at Versailles, Downing Street, and Cairo,
finding the work more exhausting, physically, mentally and spiri-
tually than any of the hardships and dangers he had undergone
during the Arabian Campaign.
J. M. Keynes who observed him closely at the Peace Conference
gives the following estimate:
The first part of 1919 was the only time when I was really
acquainted with T.E.L. I agree with you strongly that it
was subsequent events which twisted him. I have always
thought that the view which attributed his state of mind to
the privations and experiences of the war years, was wrong.
When I knew him in the spring of 1919, I should have said
that he was a man fully in control of his nerves and quite as
normal as most of us in his reactions to the world. He had,
of course, his aloofness and his mingled like and dislike of
publicity, but, reckoned nervously, he was a fit man.
A year later no one could have thought the same. There are
two reasons which can be given for the change. One is a simple
and physical one: he was in a bad aeroplane crash which resulted
in broken ribs and an injury to one lung which troubled him for the
rest of his life. The second and more important is the disillusion
and the bitterness of defeat resulting from the Peace Conference.
He had complete faith that President Wilson would secure self-
determination for the Arab peoples when he went to the Peace
Conference; he was completely disillusioned when he returned.
1 In Sir Sam Fay's diary, The War Office at War, it is noted under the date October
3Oth, 1918: 'Colonel Lawrence of Arabia called at the War Office.* Many years later
Lawrence told Liddell Hart that he had returned to England on Armistice day. This was
no doubt an error of recollection, or a loose way of speaking,
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